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and there was no difficulty in making up the party of which I was
a member.

The Party of Independence had considerable political implica-
tions and aimed at greater independence from Austria.   On our
standards they had little in common with our form of Liberalism.
Our Hungarian friends, however, thought otherwise, and claimed-
to regard us as blood brothers,

On our way out we stayed at Vienna and were astonished to
find that our visit was already in the public eye. The Press was
full of it and it was seriously suggested that we were attempting to
interfere in the internal relations of the Dual Monarchy. At home
The Times found it necessary to write a leading article on the subject.
But whatever their motives, the Hungarians gave us a royal welcome.
They placed a special train at our disposal, took us all round the
country and banqueted us, even showering on us caviare and
Imperial Tokay. The Magyars are a delightful people naturally
friendly and hospitable, but of course from Liberal standards very
behind the times politically. They claimed to be a superior race
and they gave short shrift to their minorities. However, their
Parliament had much in common with our British institution and
as far as the Hungarians themselves were concerned they did
adhere to democratic forms.

Two very remarkable men were at the head of the Party of
Independence, Kossuth, son of the revolutionary leader who fought
so well for Hungarian independence, and Count Apponyi, who in
his later years played a distinguished part in the League of Nations*
But most of the leaders were aristocrats and, incidentally, very
charming, opening their private houses to our members. We made
a complete tour of the country.

I am all for the exchange of visits between politicians and I
afterwards became treasurer of the Inter-Parliamentary Union.
The mistake only too often made is to judge other countries by our
own standards. Continental Liberalism had a very different history
from our own, and the same might be said with even greater force -
of Continental Socialism. But if ever the saying cea little knowledge
is a dangerous thing" is true it is certainly applicable to these
conducted tours. I have made various journeys to foreign countries
as a guest, and have come to the conclusion that on the whole
you learn more going abroad on your own than by any number of
shepherded visits where you only see Just what your hosts think is
good for you to see.